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The Soldiers’ Vote 


Our military leaders, in the midst of 
war’s extreme demands, have decided 
that they cannot be burdened with the 
extra task of handling the soldiers’ bal- 
lots which Congress voted should be ex- 
tended to our armed forces. The average 
American citizen liked the idea of giving 
the boys, wherever they are, the privi- 
lege ot maintaining their rights as citi- 
zens. 

You may have heard that the Southern 
Congressmen, from_ poll-tax _ states, 
fought the issue to the last ditch for it 
would mean that Negroes and poor white 
lads, who had never been able to vote 
at home, would get to vote in the Army. 
We liked the decision of the Congress 
because it proved that our Army and 
Navy was a citizen’s fighting force and 
that we were really maintaining a dis- 
tinction from the goose-steppers of the 
Axis. Now it seems, however, that the 
brass hats are saying “nothing doing— 
we’re too busy fighting.” 

Have you ever compared a ballot for 
weight and size with a crate of beer or 
gin’ Those products are finding room 
on ships and trains and there is even 
room to ship empty crates and bottles 
back after the distribution of the liquor 
is skillfully managed at its destination. 
You see, there are men in high official 
places in Washington pushing the main- 
tenance and expansion of liquor profits 
and there are not so many who have the 
time or concern to keep the boys feeling 
that they are still citizens. Strong pres- 
sure is being raised in Congress to force 
the War Department to rescind its an- 
nouncement concerning the soldiers’ vote. 
We hope this will happen but we feel 
doubtful about it. 


At Last 


For months we have been giving you 
information on India which has been con- 
siderably at variance with the current 
picture given the general public. Our re- 
ports have shown that Moslem-Hindu 
differences are not the barrier to Indian 
independence the white imperialists 
claim. 

A few days ago, the New York Times 
man in India, Herbert L. Matthews, ca- 
bled that spokesmen for the Moslem 
League were now openly supporting the 
National Congress independence  de- 
mands. They plead for Gandhi’s release 
and claim the British are trying to pre- 
vent Hindus and Moslems from getting 
together. The Times story was generally 
suppressed but recently the Saturday 
Evening Post carried a lead story which 
contradicted ninety percent of British 
news on India. 

This isn’t a question of being pro- 
British or anti-British. It is a question 
of which is the more important—main- 
taining white imperialism in India, or 
getting the full aid of 350,000,000 allies 
and winning the war that much more 
quickly. 


Roosevelt and War 


A familiar line of attack from certain quarters on the President has been that 
he manoeuvered the country into war. Now Between the Lines has been sharply 
critical of administrative action where it has made bargains with unlawful and 
unchristian elements in our national life, and when it has promoted war propa- 
ganda that is not in harmony with truth or Christian ethics, just as it has 
endorsed many of the government’s social and economic reforms. 

By the same standard of unprejudiced judgment, we do not feel that the charge 
of war-making against Mr. Roosevelt can be substantiated, especially in view 
of recent developments in our national scene. To the contrary, the most positive 
charge now could be that the President has not pushed the war program hard 
enough. In almost every phase of our industrial and war production scene, it is 
evident that there has not been the concerted action or deliberate planning there 
should have been to prepare this country for war. Mr. Roosevelt did join in on 
the international bluffing game and may have carried it too far in the light of 
what we know about our utter unpreparedness at the time of Pearl Harbor. The 
President is an extremely able and far-seeing statesman—his forward-looking 
New Deal reforms prove that—and if he had meant to get this country into war 
he had resources and talent far beyond the dreams of Hitler. 

The things that brought on this war are bigger than any one man or nation... 
things of the human heart that steel or bombs cannot change . . . evil in men’s 
lives, evil in Berlin and Tokio, Rome, and also in Paris, London, Washington and 
your own home town. 


Juvenile Crime on the Increase 


Apparently there has been some suppression of the news of the alarming in- 
crease in juvenile delinquency that has developed over the entire country since 
the war began last December. New York City alone reports an increase.of 45% 
These facts give enormous support to the 


in child crime since Pearl Harbor. 
recent charges of American Catholic women’s organizations that the promotion 
of war work for women is a dangerous trend which will in the end sabotage the 
very things we are fighting for. 

Authorities on child welfare report that delinquency on the part of the children 
is almost always due to delinquency on the part of the parents. Unbelievable in- 
stances of neglect are reported in case records. Children of three and four years 
of age are left locked alone in apartments all day and babies are locked in auto- 
mobiles hours at a time while mothers work in war factories for the “Four 
Freedoms”. 

Gross immoralities are reported which can be traced to crowded living condi- 
tions; for example, two families trying to live in one trailer. The list and 
variety is endless, but the results are uniform. It spells the alarming disintegra- 
tion of a people who are being told that the only important thing in life now is 
“to kill Japs and Germans.” 


Atrocities 


We have received a good many inquiries concerning current atrocity stories and 
have checked with missionaries recently returned from Asia about the reports 
of brutal Japanese treatment of American citizens. Some of the happenings 
could not be exaggerated. You may depend quite completely on the word of 
Ambassador Grew who has just returned from Tokio and whose broadcasts and 
reports you have no doubt heard. 

The Japanese military clique is a vicious set, but as Grew pointed out briefly 
over the air, and more completely in conversation around Washington, there are 
also large numbers of Japanese civilians who are bitter and heartsick over it 
all and who risked their lives to express their deep sorrow to the marooned 
Americans. (You may depend on it that most of these Japanese were Christians!) 
The missionaries say, “Believe the stories of ill-treatment but also believe the 
other side.” Of course war propaganda pressure plays up one side and plays 
down the other. That is to be expected. However, it is also to be expected that 
the Christian mind will maintain the balanced view. 

The atrocity stories from Europe of Nazi cruelties are also usually to be ac- 
cepted. Between the Lines has interviewed many who have returned from Europe 
during the past months and there is no question about the utterly insane efforts 
the Nazis are making to hold down the conquered areas. You can believe just 
about anything you hear of execution and cruelty. The suffering of Jews herded 
into newly-made ghettos throughout central Europe is simply beyond our imagina- 
tion. The deliverance of all these oppressed peoples of every race and creed cer- 
tainly is a worthy aim of our armed forces. 

Reports we hear continue to bear out the impression that the home front in 
Germany is being constantly stretched tighter and tighter until it would seem 


(Continued on next page) 
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Man-Power Shortage 


The next great national muddle that we’re going to hear 
about is the man-power shortage. The situation is extremely 
bad and although the general public is not aware of it yet, it 
is comparable to the rubber chaos of six months ago. At pres- 
ent indescribable confusion reigns in the man-power scene. 
Within a few weeks this chaos will become painfully apparent, 
and will touch every American home. 

At present, in spite of the “war boom” in thousands of com- 
munities throngs of men are out of work due to the raw ma- 
terial shortages in war plants, and priority shutdowns in ci- 
vilian production. W.P.A. rolls are still fairly large in many 
areas. On the other hand, a terrific cry is being raised for 
more workers in other sections of the country. Trained workers 
are being sought by many big industries. 

Hence it is an obvious conclusion that the War Man-power 
Commission established by the President last April has com- 
pletely failed. Watch for a crack-down and a drastic effort to 
reorganize the whole situation; an attempted regimentation of 
every employable man and woman in America. 

We face a situation that will play right into the hands of the 
militant-minded who feel men must be “regulated” and com- 
pelled to fit into a given pattern. This attitude is very prevalent 
in certain powerful circies in Washington. It is painfully remi- 
niscent of the breakdown of democracy in Europe. Of course we 
went into this war realizing that to save freedom we must aban- 
don it for a while but, with the spiritual decadence of the day, 
there is cause for grave concern. ene 

It is the gospel of Jesus that teaches men they are individuals 
worthy of sonship to God, with power to choose their destinies. 
In spite of the official platitudinous lip-service to religion we 
hear occasionally these days, religion for the most part is being 
ruthlessly pushed aside. We must prayerfully carry in our 
hearts the question, “Will not a revival of the teachings of 
Christ be necessary before a revival of democracy and freedom?” 


Segregation of Prostitutes 


The state of Florida has become alarmed because of the ve- 
nereal disease problem. Nearly 5% of the whites and over 40% 
of the Negroes, inducted into the Army from that state were 
found to have syphilis. Florida is one of the principal military 
training states of the Union so this becomes a national prob- 
lem. 

Vice conditions have become so bad that the F. B. I. has 
stepped in and is trying to segregate the infected prostitutes 
into remote, former CCC camps with the idea, once they are 
corralled in the camps, to cure them. After they are cured, 
what? Nobody seems to have any idea. The plan of segrega- 
tion is being studied by federal health authorities generally 
but the unsolved problem is what to do with the prostitutes 
when they are cured. Few of them know any other profession 
but most of the girls are young and could be taught trades and 
useful work. 

There is a strong drift toward the famous Soviet “propilatika” 
type of institution, where Russia’s prostitutes are segregated, 
which is part hospital, part school, part factory. After the girls 
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have finished their “course” there, they are sent direct to a 
factory job in some other district where past associations cannot 
hinder their rehabilitation. The Soviet system has been ex- 
tremely successful. 

Unfortunately the so-called Christian nations have found no 
other method than to arrest the girls, cure them, then kick them 
back into the fire. How strange that “Godless Russia” is the 
first nation to be able to say “Go, and sin no more.” 


Freedom of Worship Guaranteed in Mexico 


We reported to you in the issue of August 17 the newly 
stirred-up Catholic campaign to drive Protestant missionaries 
out of Latin American countries. That campaign is continu- 
ing, but in the meantime, Protestant leaders have pointed out 
that the obvious reason for this anti-Protestant drive is that in 
the past few years the Protestant missionaries in Latin Amer- 
ica have been having extraordinary success and that a definite 
turning away from Catholicism has been apparent. 

The Catholic leaders are no doubt afraid that a repetition 
of their great defeat in Mexico may develop. And indeed there 
is no doubt that the entire Catholic Latin American mind has 
been deeply affected by the failure of the church to regain any 
appreciable ground in Mexico. 

An interesting illustration of the situation in Mexico was 
recently brought to light by The Christian Century correspon- 
dent there. He reports that some two years ago the Protestants 
of the village of Timilpan were driven from their homes, their 
property destroyed, their chapel and homes burned by fanati- 
cal Catholics of the same village. This persecuted little congre- 
gation has now been given assurance by the present state gov- 
ernor that they may safely return to their village with full 
faith that the Mexican law of freedom of worship will be en- 
forced. According to The Christian Century, “The local priest 
has been warned by the governor that he will be held responsi- 
ble if another attack on the Protestants occurs.” 


The FPC Distrusts Utilities With Reason 


If the Federal Power Commission seems to be constantly sus- 
picious of privately-owned utility companies, it would seem to 
have good reason. A well-worked scheme of these power organi- 
zations in their fight to protect their monopolistic advantages 
in the distribution of electricity at high rates is the spiriting 
away or destruction of vital records. The Morgan-controlled 
Electric Bond and Share Company has done this and recently 
a similar case came to light in the matter of the Commission’s 
investigation of the Arkansas Power and Light Company. 

The Commission ordered the investigation and, a day or so 
after the order was issued, one of its representatives, visiting 
the offices of the power company, noticed that some of the em- 
ployees were very busy destroying files, documents, records and 
books. The activity was explained as a necessary move to create 
more filing space. However, among the documents slated for 
destruction were audit reports which, according to Commission 
rules, are required to be preserved permanently, along with 
other papers indicating that important books and records were 
safe from the Commission’s investigators. 
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